
Breaking News,  
Story Structure 
The IS

J202: Week 3



Why do you make us write on deadline?



But why do I have to write fast?



Breaking...
inverted-pyramid is still your 
friend 

avoid chronology; most-
important info 1st 
importance descends 
simple, concise words 
don’t speculate 
check facts 
update



Breaking News: Tips
Accuracy is the first goal 

What is reported first is often wrong 

Monitor, but do not rely upon social 
media 
Don’t trust anonymous sources 
Don’t trust another news outlet 
Be strategic 
Have a process 
Use digital tools https://storify.com/
antderosa/alec-baldwin-kicked-off-
american-airlines-flight-f 

https://storify.com/antderosa/alec-baldwin-kicked-off-american-airlines-flight-f


Tompkins Reading
Colorful 
Outgoing 
Opinionated 
Lively 
!

Get on with it. . .



Long-form structures
narrative structure 
feature lead 
emphasis on meaning 
transitions of thought and language 
objective copy, subjective quotes 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/12/04/
sports/hockey/boogaard-video.html?ref=hockey 

Other forms:  

The “hourglass” 

“Five boxes” 

!

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/12/04/sports/hockey/boogaard-video.html?ref=hockey


In-Class Write
Left side: Give me an hourglass for Adrian Peterson’s 
deactivation 
Right side: Give me a 5 boxes for Adrian Peterson’s 
deactivation



Revise! (From Neiman Lab, 
Harvard)

Lower your standards 
Get something down 
on paper 
Swallow the bile that 
rises in your throat as 
you write a first draft 
Print out 
Read aloud 
Raise those standards 
back up 



Multimedia
combining 

text 

image 

audio 

video 

interactivity 

http://
uwrightnow.
wisc.edu/
board/ 

http://uwrightnow.wisc.edu/board/
http://uwrightnow.wisc.edu/board/


IS story cautions
process pieces 
promotional pieces 
sources 
interview prep 

Don’t call University Communications to set up interviews  

Keep thinking about how your choices fit into the 
requirement of the assignment. Do not wait. 

Think about “Social Media is a Conversation” reading 

Trainings... 
Wordpress site - private or public? 

Remember, the IS is a class assignment, so if you want to use your 
work in another format or forum...you must get your sources’ 
permission


